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Synopsis:  According to the Right to Education (RTE) Act 2009, every child in a primary school should receive textbooks on time i.e. at the beginning of the academic year. But the reality is far from what the Act stipulates. In fact, most children do not receive schoolbooks at all. The ones who do don’t necessarily get all the books and rarely do they get these at the beginning of the academic year.  The annual RTE Forum survey for 2014-15 in 457 schools across 10 states showed that textbooks were not available in 50% of the surveyed schools. Looking at the learning assessment survey through the lens of these numbers sheds some light on why children in government schools lag behind their grade-appropriate learning. It is hard to imagine that a child without textbooks would be able to achieve any level of learning. There are also other factors at play, but the non-availability of textbooks is most critical and hinders quality. This blog post by Oxfam India’s Education Programme Coordinator highlights this crucial issue in India’s education system and Oxfam’s efforts towards ensuring equal access to textbooks and study material for schools. 
